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ABUSES IN THE GENERAL POST-OFFICE. 


It will be perceived, that the following 
letter was written to the noble lord, to 
whom it is addressed, so long ago as the 
month of June, 1891. The writer re- 
ceived an answer almost immediately, but 
that answer was jn terms that left him per- 
fectly in the dark as to his lordship’s inten - 
tions. He has, therefore, waited patiently 
for redress; till, perceiving no likelihood 
of seeing that redress take place, he thinks 
it not improper to lay his complaint before 
the People, by whose opinion, now-a-days, 
the Ministers themselves. are, or affect to 
be, guided. The writer has now no private 
interest that can possibly be affected by the 
abuses of which his letter complains; and 
he begs the reader to observe, that it could 
inno wise have originated from the vio- 
lence committed on his premises by the 
clerks in the Post-Office, seeing that it was 
written nearly twelve months defore they 
were guilty of that crime. On the con- 
trary, however, he cannot help observing, 
that he had good reason to suspect, that it 
was the people of the General Post-Office 
who headed the mob in the demolition of 
his house in October, 1801, that is to say, 
in four months after the letter was written ; 
nor will he be denied the justice further to 
make known, that Cuagies Betor (son 
. the Rev, William Beloe), and CHARLES 

AGSTAPPFE, the two clerks, who were 
fonvicted of having headed the mob at his 
yg in April last, were not only retained in 

" places in the General Post-Office, but were 
orn uiended for a moment, on account of a 
crime, for which they were committed to 
x for which they were indicted, and of 
oe were convicted.-The truth is, 

aie Writer of this letter did intend to 

- oe . the meeting of Parliament, 
fear,” te at he was restrained by the 


fend to excite disaffection towseds ST heae 
completely subdued by the hope of 


| those boats 





kingdom, the libels, publishedgat Paris, 
against:his Majesty and his Government. 


Pall- Mall, June 1§, 1801. 

My Lorp,—I take the liberty to submit 
to your Jordship some facts and Suervafions 
on a matter which, in my humble judg- 
ment, calls for the interference of his Ma- 
jesty’s Post-Master-General. — Unaccus- 
tomed as I am to the making of applica- 
tions of this nature, I trust that your lord- 
ship will overlook any ‘little irregularity 
that may be perceived in my mode. of pro- 
ceeding, as I assure ror lordship that [ 
approach you with all the deference and 
respect which are due from the most hamble 
to one of the most exalted of his Majesty’s 
subjects. 

hen I began the publication of my 
Newspaper, the Porcupme, I placed ges 
dependance on the circulation which it 
would obtain in the United States of Ame- 
rica, in his Majesty’s Colonies on that con- 
tinent, and in the West-India Islands, 
where my former customers were very nu- 
merous, and whence a previous intimation 
of my design had brought me in advance a 
gros Number of orders for my London 
orcupine. To this intercourse, which pro- 
mised mach advantage to myself, some in- 
crease to the revenue of the kingdom, and, 
as [ hoped, no harm to the political interests 
of his Majesty’s Government, I met with 
an insurmountable obstacle, precisely where 
I expected to find the means of conducting 
it, with facility. I mean in the Ounetal, 
Post-Office. 

The King’s packet-boats are, more espe- 
cially in time of war, the only frequent, 
regular, and sure means of conveying 
Newspapers to eithet of the countries 
above mentioned, and 1 naturally cone 
cluded that the terms of sending papers b 

re similar to those on which 
still are sent to the differen 
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spect to the United States, I could not | larly when it was considered that such en- 


ssibly conceive . that: newspapers were 
oaded with a sea-postage, seeing that 
even letters, which bring no stamp duty to 
the revenue, are encumbered with no such 
charges. A 
. Under this impression I took the liberty 


to apply to Mr. Freeling, the secretary and 


surveyorm@é the General-Post-Offige,* for | 
information as to the made of tranémitting | 


papers through that office. In answer to 
this application, Mr. Freeling informed 


me,t that the exclusive privilege. of for- | 


warding newspapers and other periodical 
publications to the West-Indies and Ame- 
rica had been granted to him, as a remu- 
neration for public services, and that his 


charge for forwarding a daily papet to | 


either of those countries was five guineas a 
ear, 


This information, togethet with the very | 
high terms it specified, astonished me | 


much. I was deceiyed by the Red-Book, 
if Mr. Frecling did not receive, as secre- 
tary and surveyor, twelve hundred pounds 
terling a year, fixed salary; and’ though 
pega form, no, judgment of his public 
services, I! humbly conceived that whatever 
farther remuneration his Majesty’s Govern- 
ment might think proper to make him, was 
never intended to enhancé so. greatly the 
éxpences of newspapers to those who hap- 
pened to reside in the Colonies, particu- 





. an a a 


r°® Pall-Mall (No. 18), Nov. 24) (1800.—S128,— 
There are several files ot. the Poréupine.or- 
dered in Canada and Nova Scotia, and the gentle- 
men who have ordered them inform me, that they 
have been in the habit of reeciving other papers 
through the General Post-Office, fianked by you; 
and without any.additional expence on accoust of 
postege. Being a stranger to the. mode of doing 
this business,.[ take the liberty to, request that 
you will he pleased to inform me how and-at what 
time the papers are to be scat to the Post-Office. 
am, Sir, &c. &e. 


« (signed) 


| General Post-Offee, Nev. 25, 1800. 
- $ Sim,—Thave received rhe favour of yourtetter, 
selative to the mode ph forwarding Aewspapers to 


America. . ° ae 
-T beg: leave to inform. you, 


t rc. Avil tdin 
a t scale to the West. 


Ws. Cossarr. 









_hancement must materially injure the re- 
venue, at the same time that it operated as 
a bar to our most useful; comniniercial, 
and political connexions, and, which | 
thought of still greater moment, as a novel! 
and very dangerous controul over the Li- 
berty of ‘the Press; The rate appearet to 
me to be out of all reason, Five guineas 
a year for adaily paper nearly double: the 


a 


| original cost, and must inevitably operate 
as a severe check on the exportation of an 
| article, which, if not very necessary to 
| the importer, is at least very productive to 
| the State. 

| My desire to execute the orders I had 
| received, did however urge me to endea- 
| vour to surmount this formidable obstacle. 
| I wrote again to Mr. Freeling,* stating 
| that the expence of five guineas a year on 
each paper was mure than J thought myself 
at liberty to impose on my friends, without 
having previously obtained their consent 
for so doing; that I should, therefore, for 
the present, endéavour to send my papers 
by the merchant ships; that Ishould write 
lo my customers, informing them of his 
terms, and that in the mean time I should 
be glad to know if he had: any objection to 


_—_— 


Pall-Mali, Nov. 25, 1800. 

# Srn,—A Nova Scotia genticman Jed me ato 
2 mistake, or 1 misunderstood him, | conceived 
from what he said, that the paper, if sent through 
the Past-Office, would cost no more to a customer 
in Nova Scotia than to a customer in London. 
Had this been the case, I should have sent by 
the packet several. hundred sets to America and 
he West-Indies, but the additional expence o! 
ve.guineas a year is more than I think myself at 
liberty to impose on my friends, without having 





‘ tee oe by mae their consent for so doing 


iil, therefore, I receive an answer to the letters 
which 1 shal) immediately dispatch, | shall scud 
the papers by stip 10 New York and Kingston. 
in the mean time give me leave to ask, if you have 
any objection to my insciting a notice in My Pape’ 
M5 ing the terms on which it may be had by 

King’s packet? .This would save me a good 
dexk of trouble ia writing, and, would be an ysctul 
‘article of information to a great many merchant; 
h who wish.to send out papers to their corres- 
poadetnts, and who do not know ay thio of the 
régulations which have been ‘ectablished st the 
Pust-Office.—I am, Sir, Re. Ke. e3i 

ve _ (Signed) Win. Cobbett. 
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my inserting a notice in my paper, specify- | 


ing the terms on which the paper might be 
had by the King’s packet-boats. I informed 
him, at the same time, that J should send 
three hundred and nimety-seven papers, 
and asked him if two guineas ‘a year for 
each paper would not be worth his accept- 
ance, provided that I paid him down the 
seven hundred and ninety-four guineas 1 | 
advance. 

To this I received an immediate and a 
very polite answer from Mr. Freeling,* 
who was so good as to say that he was very 





desirous to meet my wishes to the utmost 
of his power, and to converse with me on 
a subject on which our mutual interests 
seemed to be so materially concerned, He | 
proposed a meeting at the Post-Office ; or, if 
more convenient to me, he condescended 
to offer to call upon me, fife next day, in 
his way to the Treasury, which latter, for 
the reasons mentioned in my letter + was 
preferred. 

Mr. Freeling accordingly called wpon 
me at my house in Pall-Mall. He now 
offered, to forward my papers. at the rate 








—— 





* Mr. Freeling presents his compliments to 
Mr, Cobbett, he is very desirous to meet Mr. C.’s 
wishes to the utmost of his power, and if Mr.C. 
can call at the Post-Office to-morrow morning 
before twelve, he shall be glad to converse with 
lum upon a subject in which their mucual interest 
seems to bé so materially concerned—or, if it be 
more convenient to Mr. Cobbett, Mr. Freeling 
will readily calf upon him at one o’clock to-mor- 
row on his way to che Treasury. 

General Post-Office, Nov. 26, 1900. 


t Sin,—In acknowledging your favour of this 
morning, lam sorry it is not im my power to say, 
‘hat I will wait on you, but I trust you will have 
the goodness to excuse me for requesting you to 
call here, when l assure you, that it is ahvntuteby 
mpeosiate tor me to stir from home without neg- 
pie. some part of my multifarious business. 

«™ preparing large shipments of books, &c. for 
America and the West-Indies. I have invoices, 
conc ke. &e. to prepare, and have not a soul to 
pe me. It, therefore, you willdo me the ho- 
os, to call here to-morrow at the hour you men- 

ou tt ay other hour more convenient to 
) a ou will very much oblige, Sir, your most 
‘smdle and most obedient Servant, 

Bie (Signed) Wm, Cobbett. 
romens Freeling, Eq. Sec. Gen, Post-Office. 

‘ Pall- Mall, Nov, 27, 1800. 
m weanorandum.— Mr. Francis Freeling, Secre- 
heestaata General Post Office, called on me at my 
Ames tite opesed to send my papers to | 
Peg ant the West Indies, at the rate of three 
mr sehding «poets Papers, im consideration of 
Ee: Sipe great numbers, and also in con-— 
money in my paying dowa the whole, of the | 
bie of mapa megs ¢, a8 hinted einamp ente | 

‘+50 instant, He observed that my 


-  * 
* 


——_- 
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of three guineas for a year’s’ papers, in 
consideration of my paying down the whole 
of the money in advance, as hinted in my 
letter (see p..676); but observed at the 


same time, that my papers, by arriving: 


abroad at a lower price than those of other 
persons, would certainly cause mine to be 
taken in preference to those of others; and 
therefore, he hinted, that it would not be 
proper to make our contract known, lest 
other printers should think themselves ill 
used, He desired me to: think of his pro- 
posal, and to let him know the result, 
which closed our conversation on the sub« 
ject. I did think of the proposal; but the 





papers arriving abroad at a lower price than those 
of other persons, would certainly cause mine to be 
taken in preference to others; and therefore he 
hinted that it would not be proper to make our 
contract known, lest ocher Printers: should think 
themselves ill used... He expressed a great desire 
to do me or my paper apy service in his power, I 
replied I could take the liberty to ask him for no- 
thing but the advertisements from his office. These 
he assured me-I should have; and he fafther said, 
that the only reason-that prevented me from hay- 
ing received the advertisements hitherto was, that 
it was not the custom of the: Post Office to send 
them to papers, till those papers were established 
by a probstion of three months; but chat'l might 
now, (when my paper had beef begun only 29 
days) depend upon having them, and upon receiv- 
ing every other assistance hé could give my paper, 
I observed that there were doubtless ocher papers 
to.which he might very reasonably be more at- 
tached, and that I should think it no hardship not 
to be permitted to participate ia his favours with 
those~papers. In answer to which he said, that 

there were no papers that merited more, favour 
trom him than mine did; and that every friend of 
the Government and the country ought ‘to ‘lodk 
upon it as hts duty to assist 'mé. He next asked 
me why I refused to publish the advertisements of 
his father-in-law, Mr, Newbery, the medicine- 
seller ? I told him I had na objection, provided the 
advertisements contained no qbscene or filthy ex- 
pression or allusion. After this he pulled out a 
letter which he had just received from Hamburgh, 

dated Nov. 18, giving am gccount of an express 

having arrived from Russia, stating that the Em- 

peror Paul had laid as embargo on all the British 

ships in tH€ port of Riga, amounting to seventy in 

number. We then returned to the newspaper 
business ;—He desired me to think of his proposal 

and tet him know the result. 1 told him Feud, 

and so we patteds (Signed) dm. Cobbett. 


Certificate.—William Cabbets of Pall-Mall, ap- 
peared ‘before me, John Gifford, Esq. one of his 
Majesty's Justices of the Peace ie the Counties 
of Middlesex, Essex, Surrey, and and swore 
to the truth of the contents of thé memo- 
randum. = ag 8D gS 

Given under my hand and sealothis fifteenth 
day of June, in the year of Our Lord one, thou- 
sand cight hundred and ome.» : 
‘So ASigned) , dehn Gifford. (L-S.) 
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more f thought of it, the more I was con-| * * 
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vinced of the impropriety of acceding toit. | With the Colonies a constant communica- 


Previous to this interview, | might have 
consented to give even the three guineas a 
year for each set of papers; but when, 
from the conversation of Mr. Freeling, I 
found I should, under a promise of secresy, 
thereby obtain an unfair, if not an unlawful 
‘advantage over my cotemporaries, my mind 
revolted at the clandestine compaet, and I 
resolved neither to avail myself of the prof- 


fered terms, nor to encourage the conti- | 


nuance of what I could not help regarding 


as an abuse of office, with which his Ma- | 


jesty’s  Post-Master-General was totally 
unacquainted, 
Such, my lord, are the facts which I have 


thought it right to lay before you. The | 


observations which I am about to add, are 
submitted with great deference to your 
lordship’s better judgment. 

The regulations of which] complain may 
be considered under four points of view : 
to-wit, 1. The hardship which these regu- 
Jations impose on his Majesty’s subjects who 
reside in the colonies, 2. The injury to 
the political influence of Great-Britain. 
3. Theinjury which they do to the revenue 
of the kingdom, 4. The undue influence 
which they give the Secretary of the Post- 
Olfice over the Press. 

t. [ humbly presume that while those of 
his Majesty’s subjects who reside in the 
United Kingdom are furnished with newe- 
pepers free of postage, there can be no 
eelid reason why those who reside in the 
Colonies should be compelled to forego the 
amusement, the information, and satisfac- 
tion to be derived from this source, the 
amount of the price which is paid by. those 
of their fellow subjects who remain in Eu- 

That the inhabitants of the Colonies, 
whether on the Continent of America, or 
in the West-Indies, areas deserving of the 
indulgence of the government as are the in- 
habitants of the United Kingdom, J am per- 
suaded will be denied by no one who is 
acquainted with theit loyalty and public 
* * # 
* *# * 
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| exelusive privi of 
| to any number of men, the sole powet 


tion through the channel of the press is 
still more necessary. As the affections of 
separated relations are kept alive by the 
aid of letters, so are tnase of the Mother. 
Country and her Colonies by the aid of the 
Press. The perpetual mation of this po- 
tent machine preserves the chain from that 
rust which first corrodes, and finally cuts 
| it asunder, Every tax, therefore, under 
| whatever name it may be imposed, that 
lessens the exportation to the countries 
_ above-mentioned of the productions of the 
| English Press, has a direct tendeney to de- 
stroy the influence of Britain, and to sever 
| from her that attachment which it is her 
| undoubted interest to preserve. 

3. The injagy to the revenue from this 
privilege of Mr..Freeling is very great. It 
prevents me from exporting as many papers 
as would yicld a stamp duty of £16004 
year; to which must be added the duty on 
the paper before it is printed, which is very 
considerable. Besides wil aa the 
monthly publications are also loaded with 
this franking impost; and it appears to me 
that at a very moderate computation, the 
loss to the revenue, from the operation of 
the privilege I complain of, cannot be less 
than one hundred and forty thousand pounds 
a year. 

4. But, not any nor all af these consi- 
derations, important as they are, are of 
neatly so much importance as the great, 
the undue, and dangerous influence overt 
the Press, given by this privilege to the Se- 
cretary of the General Post-Office. The 
Ficedom of the Press has for many years been 
a favourite in this island, and however tt 
may have been abused, it is yet a favourite, 
It is the boast of Englishmen. But the 
Freedom of the Press does not consist 
merely in the right of printing and pub- 
lishing. If the circulation of a thing be 
i ed after it is published, the liberty to 
publish it is of very little use to the public 
or the nation, Viewing the impediment 
a more mercantile light, the success of the 
printing trade, like that of every other, 
ought to be left to depend on the industry, 
the enterprise, the talents, and integrity 
the tradesman, and ought never tobe inter 
fered in by government; for if the gove™™ 
ment, either by exclusive licenses oF by 
es, grant to one many Of 





vending news s, for instance, ™ 


certain district, of the sale power of sending 
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them there to be vended, as far as that li- 
cense or privilege extends, it completely 
annihilates that fair competition, which is 
the great spur to individual exertion, and 
the never-failing source of national pros- 
perity. Were Govetnment to propose a 
tax, acertain fixed and uniform tate on the 
franking of néwspapets and other periodical 
publications to America and the Islands, (he 
regulation would, in my opinion, be a great 
hardship on the Colonists, and would be 
very injurious to our foreign connexions, 
as well as to the revenue; but to’ authorise 
a secretary to the Post-Otlice to vary the 
rate as his personal partidlities, his private 
interests, or his political opinions may 


dictate, is to vestin a single subaltern officer | 


of Government, a power which I conceive 
never ought to be entrusted to any Minister, 
or to any department of the State; a 
power so extensive in its influence, so 
dangerous in its consequences, so contrary 
to the spirit of our laws, and so abhorrent 
from the best sentiments of Englishmen, 
that I cannot help regarding the exclasive 
puvilege of Mr, Freeling, as an assumption 
entirely uhwartanted by his Majesty’s Post- 
Master General, 

Having ventured, my lord, to trouble 
you with this grievance, I beg leave to 
trespass a little farther on your time with 
the representation of some others, part of 
Which appear to me to have grown out of it. 

Since it was found, from my long silence, 
that I would not submit to the terms of the 
Secretary, I have experienced every spe- 
Cies of injury that it was possible for him 
and his inferiors todo to my undertaking, 
iri, without the effects of their enmity, 
‘as had, God knows, difficulties enough to 
Straggle with, gfe | 
at American’ newspapers, which gene- 
degen by the merchant ships, and are 
ae nan. the Post. Offices at Dover, Bris- 
ria Me oe were, previous to my re- 
to mg i mh rb 1 $ proposal, delivered 
peo na rate of ten shillings and six- 
t 
er gt ene 6 tae, as before, 
guineas on thera rge of five or six 
covey OF the can and have not, upon a dis- 
been Gira poets of the package, even 

sin ed me upon lower terms. These 

hel és ng valne to me; but the 
“ public Hotless conceives that a greater 
them Service” is rendered by comunitting 
| to the dames, than b iverin 
10 tue, , “tin 9 Une oy ivering them 
thereb 4 Sdout ten guineas a year would 
bin 12. OE added ty 4 of’ 
‘ogdom, OHH SEP 
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But, my lord, these things are trifling, 
compared with another kind of hostility 
which I have every reason to belicve the 
Post -Office is carrying on agsinst my under- 
taking. The clerks of the roads exercise the 
business of newsmen ; that is, they receive 
orders from the country, in consequence of 
which they send newspapers by post from 
London to the persons giving those orders. 
His Majesty's General Post-Office is thus 
rendered a sort of newsman’s rendezvous, 
by which means the Secretary, clerks, &c. 
obtain a very great, though indirect, infla- 


' ence over the press, which influence it 


would require an uncommon portion of 
charity in me not to suspect, when employed 
to the detriment of my. undertaking. Since 
it must have been well known that I had 
resolved not to yield to Mr, Freeling’s pro- 
posal, I have received from almost every 
part of Great-Britain complaints of. the ir- 
regular conveyance of the Porcupine. In 
mavy instances complainants have stated, 
that the paper was frequently replaced by 
the True Briton, the Herald, the Times, aud 
in many instances by the Morning Chronick. 
Detection is next to impessible; bat when I 
compare this circumstance with the general 
conduct of the Post Office towards me, I can 
have little doubt as to the source of this cow- 
ardly hostility. 

As to Hamborgh news, my lord, the 
clerks of the General Post-Office possess an 
almost absolute cuntroul over the newspapers 
of the whole nation. When the Hamburgh 
Mail arrives, an abstract translation of the 
news which it brings is made out at the 
Post-Office; copies of this translation are 
taken, and carried to the several newspaper- 
offices, from the proprietors of each of which 
the clerks demand a guineaeach time. Thus 
not only are the proprietors of newspapers 
laid under a heavy contribution, by persons 
who are already paid by the public, but the 
news with which that public is supplied, is 
left to the selection of men, on whose judg- 
ment, or on whose principles, I can see no 
reason for placing such implicit reliance.* If 
I am fold that the receiving of the transla- 





(® This observation is now completely verified 
by the introduction of the Arove, an Enylish 
paper, published at Paris, abounding in the mosc 
false and infamous libels on his Majesty's person 
and goverfiinent, and which is imporred and sotd 
Office.—We beg ous 
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~tion from them is the voluntary act of. the 
proprietors. of the several newspapers, | 
answer that it is not so. Lf the mail arrives | 
too late for that day's delivery, then the pro- | 
f prietor of each morning paper must submit | 
‘to give a guinea to these venders of what | 
. ought to be regarded as the secrets of the 
mail-bag, or his paper must be rained by 
a ‘the advautage which others will thereby 
“ii obtain over it; so that the purchasing of 
these translations is far from being a volup- 
-tary act, on the part of the proprietors of 
newspapers, who yield to the extortien from 
necessity and not from choice. The people 
of the Post-Office may, in these cases, de- 
mand whatever sum they please. They | 
have the exclusive privilege of selling; a | 
Ht complete monopoly; however exerbitant | 
their price, or insolent -their. manner. of | 
i - demanding it, it must be submitted to, 
“i Were the Hamburgh. papers sent round to 
the several newspaper-offices as soon as they 
atrive, be it when it may, the. translations 
would be left to the talents and industry of 
the several proprietors of papers, each of 
whom would thereby avoid an expense of 
about 30 or 40). a year; aod it is certainly 
as easy to send round the foreign papers 
themselves as to make out and send round a 
translation from those papers. ‘The people 
- of the Post Office would, indeed, by such re- 
form, be prevented from extorting about a 
. thousand pounds a year from the proprietors 
of newspapers; but I am certain your lord- 
ship would not regard that circumstance as 
a diminution of the credit of the office over 
“which you preside. 
It is, my lord, in the nature of abuses to 


. 
—_— «< 


ee eee 
., 


i 





ees te — 
a ae Le. 





























: increase ; accordingly the people of the Post- 


. editors; having bought and sold manufac- 
tured newspapers, and supplied the manu- 
facturers with the raw materials, conceived at 
-Jast the idea of becoming manufacturers 
themselves. | have now . me a paper, 
having the King’s arms at the head ot it, 
t and bearing the tide of “ General Shipping 
“ Commercial! List,” purporting to be ** pub- 


_S* Post-Offfice, every Monday, Wednestlay, 
* and Friday,” and further ar ting, what 
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‘rance to send it forth without a@ stamp, in 


ished. by subscription at the General | whi 
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open defiance of the law. ‘This “ List” con- 
tains an account of the price of stocks, 
foreign and domestic ; of the course of ex- 
change ; of the rates of insurance ; of the 
prices of corn and coals ; of inward and out- 
ward bound vessels, as well ships of war as 
others ; of captures and other occurrences at 
sea, and in the different parts of the world ; 
of the situation and movements of His Ma- 
jesty's fleets, and of those of the fleets of his 
enemies ; of accidents, battles, defeats, and 
victories. If this be not a newspaper there 
is no such thing. Yet it is published wit). 
out a stamp, and that too under the pretended 
sanction of your lordship. For a proof of 
what I have here asserted I could appeal to 
the whole of the numbers of this publica- 
tion ; but I shall here lay before your lord- 
ship an extract which [ think will suffice, 

‘“* The Pheasant, from New Providence, 


| arrived at Bermuda the 18th of April, 


“ brought intelligence there that H. M. 
“ frigates Cleopatra and Andromache, went 
* on asecret expedition to cut out a nuni- 
“ ber of Spanish ships from a port on the 
“ north side of Cuba, near Punta Malas, 
“* with all the boats they could collect, but 
“ succeeded in taking possession only of one 
“ armed schooner. The Spaniards were 
“ apprized of the attack by a schooner 
‘© which sailed from New Providence three 
“ days before the frigates, and were ready 
“ with their gun-boats, batteries, &c. Lieut. 
“ Joseph Taylor and two midshipmen of 
“ the Cleopatra, with eight men, were kil- 
“« led, and a number wounded.” 

This extract, my lord, which I have 
copied from the “ Shipping ahd Commer- 


Office, having, without interruption, fol- |'“ cial List’ of Monday, June 8, 180!, will, 
lowed the tsade of rewsmex, aud that of | I am persuaded, leave no doubt on your 


lordship’s mind as to the illegality of that 
ublication. The injury which it is calcu- 
ted to do to other news-papers, all of 
which are loaded with a heavy stamp duty, 
is evident. There are many persons who 
want to hear no news but that nee = 
paper contains, and such persons w! 7 
tain] ’ prefer a three day in the week paper, 
ch cont but 11, 5s, a year, to one which 
costs 3]. 18s. This Post-Office paper pre 


.vents also the publication of a great sumber 





of commercial advertisements, the place 
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685] 
to the Post-Office, and is conveyed through 
London and its environs by the. letter-car- 

riers, who are also paid for their.time by 
the public : and further, the proprietors of 
this unstamped paper have a privilege which 

even members of parliament do not enjoy, 

to wit, that of sending their paper postage 

free by the Penny-Post: © With an undertak- 

ing thus supported at the public expence,, 
what private individual, my lord, can, be 

supposed capable of maintaining a compe- 

tition? For my part, I am so fully con- 

vinced of the injustice and illegality of this 

establishment, that, had it not assumeéd the 

sanction of your lordship, I should long ago 

have brought it to the test of the law. 

But, my lord, it isnot the injury that my 
interests have sustained, and do yet ‘sustain, 
from the regulations of the Post-Office, and 
the conduct of its inferior officers, that 
would justify my having taken up so much 
of your lordship’s time ; itis the-more seri- 
ous injury which I am convinced must arise 
therefrom to the cause of truth, of real 
liberty, and of unfeigned loyalty, that has 
urged me to take up the pen on this occasion. 
From what I have stated, it is eyident that 
the Secretary of the General Post-Office and 
his subalterns, possess an influence over the 
press which no man, or set of men, ever 
ought to possess. We may talk about the 
liberty of the press, my lord, but while the 
Secretary has the power, in virtue of his 
exclusive privilege of franking, to give one 
newspaper or other periodical publication 
a preference over another, in America and 
the West Indies, while this’ privilege en- 
ables him almost entirely t6 exclade from 

Ose extensive and populors countries any 
Paper, or other periodical pablication, which 
he happens to dislike ; while his power of 
exacting the full postage for packets from 
America or elsewhere, or of remitting that 
Dare at his will, places every-newspaper 
ea mercy in a very important branch of 
est tle concerns ; and while the discretion 

ss fet in him, of giving or with holding, as 
Vanished or prejudice may dictate, the ad- 
Ceatne custom of the General. Post-Office, 

tanaan 2 a5 1€ ever must do, a strong temp- | 
: ill. in every news-printer to trackle to his” 
carrying while the clerks of the roads, by 

. 210g on the business of newsmen, have 


‘ het not * ae tebe another, 
same time that the public parse sup- 
ports them in a very unfair sivalshep against 


wi hewsmen of London and. Westminster : 
While the clerks in we eum Ob. 


NOVEMBER. 27, 1802.... 


— their power te add to the sale of one j 


[680 


news that arrives by the Hamburgh Mails, 
which news they:compel the proprietors of 
papers to purchase, which they sell on terms 
that they themselves dictate, and that they 
can vary towards different persons at their 
pleasure: while some people in the Post- 
Office, (no matter who) are permitted to 
publish a newspaper without a stamp, to 
print it in, and issue it from,. buildings 
appropriated to the public use, and to circa- 
late it, through the medium of the Penny- 
Post, postage tree, at the same time that all 
other news-printers are compelled to pay a 
heavy stamp duty, to print and publish their 


‘ papers in buildings provided at their own 


expence, and to allow a Considerable per 
centage for the circulating of them; while 
these things are, my lord, we may, as 1] be- 
fore observed, ta/k about the /iberty of the 
press, we may think we possess it, we may 
even boast of it as the birth-right of English- 
men, but it will exist no where except in 
the imaginations of those who are unac- 
quainted with the facts which I have sab- 


mitted to your Jordship, * * * * 
* * Sd % ¥* * * » y ” 
“* ¥ * ® x * * * * 
* * * * * * * * * 


With all becoming respect and humility, 
with a full assurance that none of the abuses 
of which I haye complained have been 
tolerated by your Jordship, with a perfect 
submission to your superior judgment, and a 
perfect reliance on your impartiality and 
your justice, I remain, my lord, your lord- 
ship’s most hamble and most obedient ser- 
vant, (Signed) Ww. Consert.* 

Right Hon. Lord Auckland. 


*-I have no desire to swell the catalogue, of 
neglects and abuses in this important office, uther- 
wise I could give no very pleasing account of the 
Packet-Boat service, which “is, in namerous’ in- 
stances, conducted, by the inferiors, in a manncr 
scandalous to the last degeee.—-Athome, roo, I 
might mention the shameful imposition of what 
is called cgrly delivery-money ; that is, money levied, 
by the people of the General Post-Office, by way 
of pa t for the delivery of ictters, to particu- 
lat persons, at an hour much earlier than letters 
ap lve to persons who do not submiz to 

i ition 5’ whenee it comes, that some per- 
gons, at.the west end of the town in/particular, 
have their fetters at ten o'clock, whilé others, in 
the very same street, may ‘not get’ their letters 
till fede or, perhaps, one or two o'clock; and 
there can be little ee the delivery 
is tly retatdea, in order to compel persorts to 
pty tor thei Uelivery —Far be it four mt to 
insinuate, that the Post-Master General winks at 
this abuse > it is impossible ee ee : but, 
where is his sectetary, where are his comptrullcrs, 
| whére the numerous host of inferior officers that 
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are maintained by the public in shi exorbitancly 
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MESSRS. FOX AND O'CONNOR. 


In p. 338 et seg. of this work, Mr. Cob- 
bett addressed a letter to the former of this 
pair of patriots, towards the close of which 
the following questions were put to him: 
* But, suppose, for a moment, that you 
«« were really obliged to go to Paris on this 
“ affair” [to examine manuscripts], ‘* was 
“ Artuur O'Connor obliged to meet you 
at Calais, and to pass the evening with 
“ you tte a-téte? Was he, soon after your 
* arrival at Paris, obliged to follow you 
“ thither, in the company and in the car- 
** riage of Lord Oxford? And was Mr. Er- 
*« skine obliged to break off from the en- 
*« chantments of a jubilee, in order to meet 
‘* you in the capital of the world ?”—The 
correctness of the first of these assertions 
(for they are assertions in an interrogative 
form), has frequently been doubted by per- 
sons unacquainted with our scrupulous at- 
tention to facts; but, we think, that the 
following article, which we have extracted 
from the Ancus (the English paper pub- 
lished at Paris) of the 20th instant, will 
completely remove all doubt upon the sub- 
ject.—It should be observed, that O’Con- 
Nox himself is one of the persons employed 
in conducting the Arcus, and, of course, 
the article here extracted may be fairly 
Jooked upon as containing his declaration 
ov the subject of which it treats. 


Extract from the Argus of Nov. 20. 


The Morning Chronicle of the 11th Nov. after 
heartily abusing the Argus, in the same paragraph 
levels its scurrility against Arthur O'Connor, by 
observing, “ that he is the man, whom even Jrish 
** rebels must despise, and whom every honest Eng- 
 Jishman must detest. It must be endured, be- 
** cause it cannot be prevented, that this man 
** should walk the strects of Paris, boasting of his 
“ treasons, and rendering society odious to its 
** English visitors, by bis intrusions.” We wish 
to kuow upon what principle Aatuva O'Connor 
is to be deapised by Jrish rebels, Is it, because he 
saved the liwer of Oliver Bond, and other Irish pa. 
greets, that he is to be detested by Irishmen? Does 
the Morning Chronicle forget their abuse against 
the late administration for the system they pursued 
ia leland? Did they not cordially agree with 
Mr. Pox, when, speaking on the affairs of Ireland, 
at the Shakspeare Tavera, on the roth of October, 
1800, be made wee of the following words.— 


“ From has bappened in a_ neighbouring 
** country, pagesers <ehenaee clearly, that there 


a 


“ ene @stematic plan for depresring the cause | 


“ t, and catleving the - Tumults were 
: mses age quelled by aie, oe 
' w | means most 
$ deeadtul Pf were set on ‘be 
“© perfure in its mreid, forms was emplaged to gais 
{* glitewerrics, and tajlitary power was teed of all 
** CONTROL from sivil authority, Yer both ip, this 








** country, and in Ireland, government had been 
“* complimented for suppressing the rebellion, 
‘** though it had been suppressed by acts stil! 
“« more reprehensible than those which originally 
“ fomerted it. That unhappy country has now, 
‘* by @ continuation of the same system of ty- 
‘* ranny and oppression, been forced into what is 
“ called an union, and thus deprived of every 
“ thing dear to it as an independent state. 1! do 
“ not speak of the policy of the measure ia the 
“ abstract, nor pronounce that in no circum- 
** stance it could have been advantageous or ad- 
“ viseable; bat I most strongly condemn the 
“ manner in which it was brought about. By 
“ the means of a Parliament, which it was allow- 
“ed, did not fairly represent them, and was 0t- 
“ terly incapable to govern them, these people 
“ were in against their inclination, to 
‘* give up their independence, and to abandon 
“ their separate existence.” 

After these expressions, could Mr, Fox, with 
any propricty, decline secing Mr. O’ Connor in Paris? 
But we are very certain, that the moment the 
Editors of the Morning Chronicle shall have 
learnt, from Mr. Fox and Mr. Exsxine them- 
selves, that they were REALLY IN HABITS OF INTI- 
macy with Mr. O'Connor, they will instantly 
change their tone, and no longer talk of Mr. 
O'Connor having been obnoxious to the opposition 
members, during their stay in Paris!!! 








FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 


Paris, Nov. 22.—Citizen Bruyers, aid-de-camp to 
General Leclerc, is arrived at Paris; he left the 
Cape on the 10th of Oct.—General Leclere, Gen. 
Dugua, and Gen. Rochambeau, were at the head 
of their troops, and in the Jest state cf health ; the 
rains had been this year filteen days later, aud the 
sickness at the Cape still preserved all its malig- 
a On the 7th, however, the first rains fell, 
and already in the interior the sickness has ceased. 
—Gen. Leclere had collected in the arsenals 45,00° 
muskets, of which the blacks had been disarmed : 
12 OF 15,000 more were still expected —A negro 
general of the name of Bellair, had revolted, and 
assembled around him some hundreds of the bs!- 
gands, who had set fire to several habitations 10 
the plain of the Cape; he had, however, been 
arrested and shot.—A strong fermentation mani- 
fested itself amongst the blacks during the latter 
end of August, and beginning of September. Sec- 
ing our hospitals crowded with sick, and our sol- 
diers unable to quit their cantonments om account 
of the excessive heat, the negroes were emboldened 
~ eet—The Polish Legion, which enone ar 
the 97th of October, dis cat ve 
courage in the titel abe, Bri dor—Oe- 
Leclerc visited the hospitals and she barrac®'s 
and did all that was possible for man to do, to ¢! 
minish the effects of the dreadful yellow a 
Madame Leclere on her part refused to quit the 
colony, and declared that. she would not: leave '¢ 
until she was certain that her care was BO 


necessary to her that the siscer of 
the First Consal ought to fyow how to die i 
midst of a camp.—The @onvoy of troops from 


Carthagena, and one of the from Roche 
fort, were Bot them ‘arived=-( Mew ». 
_ Appartof the Depaties of the Helvetic Repe 


lic, aarived at: Panis some days ago. A epi 
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tion of fifteen of them had an atdience last Tues- 
day, with the Minister for Poreign Affairs. 

Caire, Oct. ta+The Pacha, who. takes,at Cairo 
the title of Viceroy, is fortifying with great acti- 
vity the palace which Buonaparte occupied, under 
the apprehension that he may be besieged there by 
the Beys; who have taken possession of Upper 
Egypt, and extend their power-even tothe Pyra- 
mids. The troops of the Pacha have been five 
times beat by those of the Beys.—The English are 
still at Alexandria. General Stewart,.commands 
there with 4000 men.-—-The Turks have 3900 men 
at Damietta, 2090 at Rosetta, and 20,000.at Cairo. 

Banks of the Mein, Nov. 16.—The English Ambas- 
tador, at Vienna, transmitted lately to the Count 
de Cobentzel a note, relative to the affairs of 
Switzerland; the object of which. was, to engage 
the Emperor to interfere with the French Govern- 
ment, infavour of the re-establishment of the an- 
cient regime in Helvetia; but the Court of Vienna 
not only formally refused to interfere in the affairs 
ofthat country, but moreover, as it is said, order- 
ed M. de Diesbach, who was desirous of present- 
ing letters of credence, in the name of the diet of 
Schwitz, to quit the Austrian States. 

Berne, Nov. 11.—Orders had been given for the 
disarming of the people of Helvetia in general; 
but representation having been made upon this 
subject, it is now determined that those only shall 
be disarmed who took part with the insurgents. 


,— 





~~ — 





DOMESTIC, 


Ou the 24th instant, his 
S St. James’s, which was numerouslv attended, it 
7" the first after the opening of Parliament. 

© presentations were, Mr. Pottalis, Secretary to 
~ French Ambassador, accompanied by Messrs. 
Hi and Bagne, Aid-de-Camps, by Andreossi; 
an Lowther, Lord Robert Tottenham, Lord 

endore, and the Hon. Mr, Lambe. 
al ot sed Council met on Friday the rgth inst. 
+ sea urther examination of Col. Despard, and 
preth persons* taken ‘up on suspicion of trea- 

Osth og Practices. Two printed copics a the 
in the rag hs the Oakley Arms were found 
whence romeo : pocket: He is fully committed to 
ment the take his trial for High Treason; A- 
rises Papers found in the possession of the 
a wh Bair seditious toasts and sangs, but the 
rights, with ‘ was, one declaratory of certain 
* member. It begins with— Constituti 

_ ution, Inde- 
open. Ireland and Great-Britain, Equaliza- 
rance thas hes Rights.” Then follows an assu- 
families of alt mein unite to. maintain the 
; sig for theit Awd who may fall in con- 
4 Ee dine tbatshis alarming combination h 

Rents in different parts of the ae hee ect 

ring towns, messengers have 
he magistrates of these places, 

speediest and most 


Majesty held a Levee 






NwiO VE MBER 27, 1802: 


copy of the oath taken on becoming. 
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watrants were issued for the apprehension of other 
persons supposed to be implicated in this con- 
spiracy. 
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PROCEEDINGS 1x PARLIAMENT.* 


November, 19, 20; and 2). 

On the above days no business of importance 
was transacted. Both houses were chicfly em- 
ployed ia swearing in new members. 

Tuesday, November 23. 

House of Lorvs.—This day at half past two, 
his Majesty went in state to the House of cers, 
and being seated, in his royal robes, on the throne, 
the Commous attended at the bar. His Majesty 
then opened the session with the following most 
gracious speech :-— 


HIS MAJESTY S$ MOST GRACIOUS SPEECH. 


My Lords, and Gentlemen, —It is highly gratifying 
to Me to resort to your advice and assistance, after 
the opportunity which has been receatly aflorded, 
of-collecting the sense of My People.—The inter- 
nal prosperity of the country has realized My most 
sanguine hopes ; We have experieaced the bounty 
of Divine Providence in the produce of an abune 
dant harvesty—The state of the Manufactures, 
Commerce, and Revenues of My United King- 
dom, is flourishing beyond example; and the 
Loyalty and Attachmeat which are manifested to 
My Peison and Government, afford the strongest 
indication of the just sense that is entertained of 
the numerous blessings enjoyed uader the protec- 
tion of our happy Constitution.-ln my inter- 
course with Foreign Powers, I have been actuated 
by a sincére disposition for the maintenance of 
Peace. It is nevertheless impossible for Me to 
lose sight of that established and wise syscem of 
policy, by which the interests of other States ere 
connected with Our own; and I cannot theretore 
be indifferent to any material change in their re- 
lative condition and stvength. My conduct, wi!l 
be invariably regulated by a due consideration of 
the actual situation of Europe, and by a watchful 
solicirude for the permanent weltare of My People. 
—You will, I am persuaded, agree with M¢ in 
thinking, that it is mcumbent upon Us to adopt 
| those means of security which are best calculated 
to afford the prospect of preserving to My Sub- 
jects the Blessings of Peace.—Geatlemen of the House 
of Commonig1 have ordered the estimates for the 
ensuing year to be laid hefore you; and | rely on, 
your zeal and liberality in providing far the vart- 
ous branches of the Public §$ervice; which it isa 
great satisfaction to Meto think, may be fully 
‘accomplished without any considerable addityon 


| tothe burdens of My People, —My Lords and Gen- 


tlemen,—i contemplate with the utmost satisfece 





er -_ 





* A correct report of the debates.in both houses 
of parliament, from the commencement of the ee 
sent session to the Christmas vacation, will be 


the:|’ given in the SurriemaenT to the present volume 





of the Register, ‘whigh will, be_seady for delivery 
on the: Isth a gerne 4803, at farthest. fie 


‘Supplement also contain “ A Complete (- 

tion of all the Debates upon the Preliminaey ad mh 
tive Treaty of Peace with France ;"’ in which eollec- 
tion the prontinest “passages of each spegeb ase 





| particularly pointed out. 
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tion, the great and increasing Benefits produced 
by that important measure, which has united the 


interests and consolidated the resources of Great-. 


Britain and Ireland. ‘Fhe improvement and ex- 
tension of these advantages, will be objects of your 
unremitting care and attention. Thetradeand com- 


merce of My Subjects, so essential to the ge of * 
> 


public credit, and of our maritime strength, will, 
Lam persuaded, receive from you every possible 
encouragement ; and you will readily lend your 
assistance in affording to mercantile transactions 
in every part of My United Kingdom, all the fa- 
cility and accommodation that may be consistent 
with the public revenue.—To uphold the honour 
of the country, to encourage its industry, to im- 
prove its resources, and to maintain the true 
principles of the Constiturion in Church and State, 
are the great and leading duties which you are 
called upon to discharge. In the performance of 
them, you may be assured of My uniform and 
cordial support; it being My earnest wish to cul- 
tivate a perfect harmony and confidence between 
Me and My Parliament, and to promote to the 
utmost the welfare of My faithfu! subjects, whose 
interests and happiness I shall ever consider as 
inseparable from My own. 

Lord Arden moved the address, which was, as 
usual, an echo of the speech, and was seconded by 
Lord Neon. A debate took place on the danger 
to be apprehended from the encroachments of 
France. It was commenced by the Marguis of 
Abercorn, and supported by Lords Carlisle, Grenville, 
and Carysfort: the speakers on the other side of 
the question were the Duke of Norfolk, Lord Pelham, 
and Lerd Hobart, The address was agreed to, memine 
dissentiente. 

Lord Walsingham was appointed chairman of the 
commitree of privilege, of all the committees of 
the House, and of the private committees during 
the session. ’ 

Hovse or Commons.~-The Honse was engaged 
until half past two in swearing in members ; when 
the Usher of the Black Rod appeared at the bar, 
and stated his Majesty's command, that the House 
should attend him forthwith in the House of 
Peers. The Seater, accompanied by several mem- 
bers, proceeded aceordingly, and on his return, the 
House resumed the swearing in of members. 

Mr. Wallace brought in the Clandestine Ont- 
lawry bill, which was read a first, and ordered to 
be reada second time. 

The usual commitiees of privileges, grievances, 
courts of justice, trade, and standing orders, were 
appointed. “The several standing orders of the 
Howse were read and a to. 

The Speater then his Majesty’s speech (see 
p. 890) ‘The address was moved by Mr. Trenci, 
and seconded by Afr. Curzen: after which, an in- 


since the conclusion of the treaty of peace, and on 
the inability of ministers to conduct a war, if war 
should be found t. This opinion was 
maintained by Afr. ight, who was followed 
on the’ same side by Sir Your Wrotrerley, Messrs. Can- 

» Windham, T. Gr , and Sir H. Mildmay : 
‘ cfm the — side were roe Pyeches, 
. awhebery, + Addington, Castle- 
and M*. Whitbread, ‘The address was voted, 
contradi cent 







e. 
» November 24. 
ause oF Londs.— The Lend Chamberlain brought 





journed, and the Speaker, accompan 





[Og2 
a message from his. Majesty, informing their lord- 
ships, that he would be ready to receive the ad- 
dress of the House, at St. James’s, at three 
o'clock. 

A variety of arrangements were made relative 
to the hearing of Scotch appeals; and some pro- 
ceedings respecting private business took place. 

The Lords went with their addréss to St. 
James’s, at half after two. 

_ House or Commons.—Sundry unimportant pe- 
titions were presented: petitions were also pre- 
‘sented against the election of the members for the 
following places, viz. Great Grimsby, Penryn, Bo- 


rough of Stanmacr, Nottingham, Barnstaple, Chip- 


penham, Caermarthenshire, Coventry, and Bridge- 
water. 

Mr. Trench then brought up the report of the 
address on the King’s speech. On the question 
for the second reading, Me. Wilberforce rose, and 
delivered his sentiments on the propriety of aban- 
doning continental connexions,and on the necessity 
and wisdom of maintaining peace, a debate of a si- 
milar nature to the one of yesterday. Mr, Wilber- 
force was supported in his opinions by Sir Frane:: 
Burdett, Mr. Johnstone, General Maitland, Mr. Yort:, 
Mr. Fox, Mr. Addington, Sir James Pulteney, Lord 
Hawkesbury, and Mr. Bragge. ‘The speakers on the 
other side of the question were Mr. Elliot, Mr. 
Dillon, Lord Temple, Mr. Windham, Lord Morpeth, and 
Mr, Canning. 

The report of the address was agreed to mem 
con. 
Mr. Vansittart gave notice, that the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer would move +to-morrow, for 
leave to bring in a bill for the better establishing 
and regulating the militia of Ireland. 

Mr. Vansittart moved for “ An Account of the 


Produce of the Permanent Taxes for the Years 


ending the roth of Oct. 1801, and the soth Oct. 
1802.” “ An Account of the Amount of Boun- 
ties paid on the Importation of Corn and Rice for 
the same periods,’ and “ An Account of the 
Amount of Exchequer Bills, issued under the Act 
of the arst Geo. 1il..ch. 4, now outstanding and 
unprovided for.” 


Thursday, November 25, 


House or Perrs.—Two naturalization bills 
were brought in; and some. arrangements made 
relative to the hearing of Scotch appeals. 

House oF Commons.—Mr. Burdon moved for 


leave to bring in a bill for continuing the suspen- 


sion of an Act of the 15th and 17th of his present 
Majesty, prohibiting the circulation of Promissory 
Notes, under a certain value.—Leave granted. 

ition was presented from the Burgh of Kircud- 

" ight, in Scotland, complaining of an undue elec- 
tion, 

Mr. Corry moved for leave to bring in a bill for 

the Regulation and more effectually enrolling of 
the Militia of Ireland.—Leave granted. 

Mr. Vansittart moved, that that part of his Ma- 

og Ae speech, relative to the public service should 

read : he also moved, that a supply be grantc 
to his Majesty; and that that part of his Ma- 


jesty’s speech should be to a committee 
of t le House to-morrow. 


At a quarter before 3 o'clock ~ oe dada! 
members, proceeded ‘to St. James's wi the ad 


693) 


Nate. 
Die 
tla 
ana 
the 


Ru. 
The 


Note ¢ 
Deleg: 
tion of 
openin 
Empir 
most | 
co-ope 
tentior 
from ¢ 
propo 
difficul 
plishee 
labour 
lity of 
actuate 
rial N 
with ¢ 
as wel 
tentiar 
assurai 


Rati 


Procla 


His 
Pracior 
accusa’ 
in obe 
3th wi 
La Tre 
Sent, a. 
ranged, 
take ne 
of an 
They 
Penal 
meant, f 
all thei 
Ruardis 
hereby 
childre 
Magisty 
lead th 
childre 
his Mh 


=—= 


FRC 


Se, * 
dtéoseh 
hi 
“tliver 

uced 
Aajest 

airs 
Kar, \ 









2 
d- 
i. 
4 


om | 


o> 7% we 


' 


ae 


~ 


PUBLIC. PAPERS, 


Note addressed by the French Minister at the 
Diet of Ratisbon, to the Imperial tw on 
tiary, and to the Sub-Delegate for Bovemia, 
and which bad been communicated to bim by 
be said Minister, and afterwards by the 
Russian Minister. 


The undersigned received on the 26th imst. a 
Note of the Imperial Plenipotentiary and the Sab- 
Delegate of Bohemia, containing the commutiica- 
tion of the same wishes which they made at the 
opening of the Extraordisary Deputation of the 
Empire: he finds with confidence, and with the 
most lively interest, the hope of the approaching 
co-operation of his Imperial Majesty, in the in- 
tention of the mediating powers, and is very far 
from doubting that his Majesty has not made 
propositions the most proper, to remove every 
difficulty. That.object may, however, be accom- 
plished, without the deputation suspending its 
labours, which are too necessary for the tranquil- 
lity of Germany, and which at the same time will 
actuate the moment so much desired by his Impe- 
rial Majesty himseli—The undersigned seizes 


with true pleasure, this opportunity of renewiag, | 


as well to his Excellency the Imperial Plenipo- 
teutiary as to the Sub-Delegate of Bohemia, the 
assurance of his high consideration. 

Ratisbon, Oct. 30, 1802. (Signed )}—Lafor?r. | 





Proclamation issued by the King of Prussia | 
at Hildesbeim, 


His Majesty the King-of Prussia, &c. our most 
#acious Sovereign, after an examination of the 
Accusations spread against the order of La Trappe, 
'n obedience to an order-of the Cabinet, of the 
Sth ult. has been pleased to allow the monks of 

a Trappe to remain in the country for the pre- 
sent, and till their further destination shalt be ar- 
ata but on condition that they shall neither 
: © novices, nor bring into the country members 
T any other establishment of monks of La Trippe. 

, are also commanded, under the severest 
_ m4 immediately to give up their establish- 
F ‘ for the education of children, and to restore 

a a Pupils to their parents. All parents and 
coe whose residence is not known, are 
chil rey ees se take back their 

my ® apply for that purpose to the 
een at Paderbora, who sie conacansiteil to 
childs em all possible assistance in claiming their 
his ben —Done at Paderborn, Nov. 1, 1802, by 
Jeesty’s special command,—Schulenberg. 


FROM THE LONDON GAZETTE, 1802, 


St. Famers Nor 
dté » fou. ¥7.——-This. day General An- 
he ‘mbassador from the French Republic, 
deliver hi, oe Dhtvate Audience of his Majesty to 
duced. hy sredeatials i—To which he was intro- 
Majesty pr, ight Hon. Lord Hawkesbury, his 
Adaing, ang tcipal of State for Forei 


ce Natale Sens oS Co 


E ft 97, 1807. (604 


Nev. 18.—This day General Andréossi, Ambas- 
sador from the French Republie, had his first 
private “Audience of her Majesty t—To which he 

was introduced by Edward Desbrow, Esq. Vice- 
| Chamberlain to her Majesty, and conducced by 
Robert Chester, Esq. Assistant-Master of the Ce- 
remonies. 


BANKRUPTS. 


Barrat, Phineas, Strand, goldsmith.—Fowler, 
William, Shefford, coal merchant.—Turner, W. 


| Floore, baker,—Mills, Daniel, Liverpool, mer- 


chant —Moyser, Jos. Sutton, miller.—Curtis, Mi- 
chael, and J. Scott, Watling-street, wine mer- 





| 4 pe, Cons.| e3$ | 835 | 835 | 82§,] 827 | 83 
5 pr Ct. Ann,|101 x01! 1014 /100¢ |re0} [1003 
Bank L.Ann. 104 | 19} ] Toit! Toi | To} | 10}; 
D°S.1778&9)}.— | om [i dh 





chants.— Ball, James, Taunton, hawker.—Fowler, 
Wm. Shefford, and Matthew Hayes, Hatton Gar- 
den, merchants.—Stretch, Thomas, Grafton-atreet, 
grocer.—Hambly, V#m. Bell-alley, merchant.— 
Hore, James, Inner Temple, scrivener.—Bird, John, 
Park-strect, butcher.—Prager, Mark, Finasbury- 
place, grocer.—Ketland, James, Bishopsgate-street, 
merchant.—Payne, Jos. Birmingham, upholsterer. 
—Lewis, Timothy, Newport, coal merchant.— 
Burbage, Samuel, Fenny Stratton, inn-holder.— 
Tianiswood, Jos. Brampton, linen-draper.—-Ter- 
rane, George, Jermyn-street, merchant.—Wig- 
stead, Wm. Chating Cross, stationer. 





STOCKS. | SAT+}MON., TUE.| Weo.| THU | Fel. 
Bank Stock .J — — 1786 |} — | — 1704 
lspr.C.R.An.| 67 | 67_ | 67_ | 664 | 66g | 66; 
|3 per C. Con.| 68 674 | a} 674 | $73 
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LONDON CGCOUMSE OF EXCHANGE. 


AMsTER.C.F.116 2 us. | Leguorn ...... 505 
D°, at sight 11 44 NAVLES. ccs 0055 425 
RotrerpaM 117 2@ us. | GENOA ..+.4..- 46$ 
Hamauacn 33 10 2dus. |} Venice, $1 bivrespiccole 
ALTONA.... 33 11 24 Ms. effective per {. ster, 
Paris 1 day 23 6 Lispon......+- O7% 
PARis...... 2410 2 tts. |] Oporto. ...... 674 
Bourveaux, 24 11 DuBLin. sees ee 11d 
Capiz :... 35} eff. | Birpoa ........ 37 DP 
Mapnrio .. 364effective | Acio,bankon Hol. p. 





PRICES CURRIENT IN LONDON. 


Eng. Wheat prq.50s. to69e| Hops per cwt. 120s to 2308 
Rye. «seceeeees 30.38) Hay per load,...90..150 
Barley.......-++ 31.994 Beef, per stone 4s. to 6s. 
Malt.......++. 46..51} Mutton 5s. od. to 63. od. 
Oats vececeisccs 14 6598 Veal «+++ 4s. Od, to 6s. od. 
Pease(white).... 39..42] Pork.... 58. 6d. to 7s. Od, 
Beans (horse).... 35..38| Tallow ...+.... 35. 10d. 
Flour per sack .. 50..54 Av. ofSugar pr cw 34s. 3d 
Seconds........ 45..60) ‘alt, per Bushel 13s,10¢. 
Coals perchal....49 ..45| | Bead 94d the Quar. Luaf. 
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*% The Letter to Lord Ackland, which con/d 
not be divided, and whith: relates to a sulyect 
deep'y interesting to every body, has compelled 
us to postpone the insertion of several valuable 
articles from Correspondents. 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 


The last week has not, that we have yet | 





POLITICAL REGISTER. 


| may, bot that they wil? we have not th- 
confidence 16 say. 
There are, it seems, two demi-brigades of 


heard, seen the destruction of any kingdom | French troops, consisting of about 3,060 
or principality, except, perhaps, in the Em-| men, expected to embark very’ shortly, 


pire of 
nifying does not appear to be quite finished : 


when it is, Citizen Talleyrand will, perhaps, | arrited in September last. 


condescend to supply the surrounding na- 


tions with a list of the states of Europe, as 


the Consul intends them to remain. Whe- 
ther Switzerland will be a name upon this 
list, or whether it wilf form a department 
or two of France, appears, at present, to be 
altogether uncertain. And here we cannot 
refrain from observing on the infatuation, 
which has prevailed in England, with re- 
spect to the Swiss and their government. 
At first the success of the “ patriots” was 
regarded as certain; their triumph in some 
trifling skirmishes came in confirmation of 
this opinion. Buonaparté issued his procla- 
mation; this was to fill the Swiss with in- 
dignation aud fury; it had a contrary ef- 
fect; it produced a promise of submission, 
and yet the words of the Swiss themselves 
were not believed ; it was certainly a “‘ com- 
“* promise.” The next post brought us 
word, that the Diet of Schwitz was abso- 
lutely dissolved, and that French troops had 
marched into every principal post in the 
country. This looked more like subjuga- 
tion; but still there was ‘‘ great bope in the 
** exertions of Repine and_ his comrades,” 
To blast, however, this last foolish hope, we 
are now informed, thet Reding and the 
principal patriots have been arrested by an 
order of the French government, and impri- 
soned in the Castle of Chalion, on the banks 
of the Lake of Geneva, where, we dare say, 
they are fnil as secure as, in the days of 
« despotism,” they would have been, in the 
Bastile of Paris. But, this is not all, the 
* Helvetic government,” that is to say, 
Buonapart<’s Swiss government, that is to 
say the government which we left in that 
country, at the date of the treaty of Amiens, 
aed which we tacitly acknowledge by that 
treaty, bas, amongst the first of its new 
series of ions, issued a proclaaiation, 
(which we shall imsert in our next sheet), 
by which it calls upon the miserable people 
to “ furnish EXTRAORDINARY CONTRIBU- 
* gions for ibe support of the French troops, 
% exbich their imsyrrections bawe. caused ta enter 


rmany, where the work of mdem-. 


| from Helvoetsiuys for Louésiang, where se- 
veral French engineers and commissaries 
Provisions are to 
| be furnished by the Dutch, and the men are 
(to be conveyed in fifteen American merchant 
| sbip:, under convoy of two French frigates 
| from Brest. The American ships have been 
| engaged in Holland, and will, of course, be 
| paid tor by the Batavians, whose new name 
jhas already cost them pretty dear. Thus, 
| then, of this whole armament, which, in its 
‘object, is one of the most important that 
| ever sailed from the ports of Europe, France 
furnishes, at her own expense, only the two 
| frigates, which are, perhaps, besides, manned, 
in great part, and victualled altogether, by 
| the Dutch! And yet there are persons, who 
are still weak enough to rely, for the secu- 
rity of England, on the poverty of France; 
on her want of “ credit, capital, and cou- 
“ fidence !” 
For about the 20th time, it is reported, 


‘that Lecrerc is dead, at St. Domingo. 


This may, at last, be true * ; and we wish it 
were not more probable than those other 
accounts, which we hear of, from the same 
quarter, of insurrections and plagues, that 
are likely to induce the French to evacuate 
the Island! From our souls we wish, that 
we may not be compelled to evacuate tlic 
Island of Britain sooner! We are perfectly 
serious. In no time or country did infa- 
tuation ever prevail in so great a degree as 
in this country, at this time, and upon this 
particular subject. The produce and the 





trade of the French part of St. Domingo 
are already greater, Ser greater, than the 
produce aad trade of Jamaica; and we call 
upon the friends of the ministers to contra- 
dict this statement if they can; if they 
daré, we have proofs, indubitable proofs, 
wherewith to establish our assertions. Bot, 
as we have constantly observed, it is not 3s 
a source of direct gain, that St. Domingo, 
any other part of the West Indies, 1s valu3- 
ble in the estimation of France. Our *- 
pient ministers, our “ safé politicians, have 
proclaimed to the"world, that we have made 
‘peace for the “ «wise purpose of recruiting 0° 


=~ 











« the country —Long may the countries | 
we love, long may Ireland, long may Eng- | 
Jand and Scotland, long, very long, may 
they be free from such contributions! It is | 
gut humble gnd hearty prayer that they | 


“® Since our writing this the French papers bev* 
brought us the intelligence that will Fe rowed ut 
p. 688, and which once more mars the ep : 
those who relied on the alliance of the ye as 
fever of St- Domingn, once more disturbs © 

‘* paradise of fools” and of cowards. 
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« strength, of husbanding our resources,” in | our duty fully to explain: As soon as Buao- 
order to be able, in a few years’ time to | naparté determined, after the siguature of 
eppe with France; and this, therefore, is | the preliminaries, to send outa fieet and army 
what France will prevent us from doing, by | to the West Indies, application was made to 
destroying our commerce and colonies as | the house of Willings, of Philadelphia, to 
much as lies in ber power. She does not | supply them with provisions. This appliea- 

want to take Jamaica for the sake of any | tion was accompanied with a proposal, that 

other sort of gain than that which she will | Messrs. Willings should draw, for payment 

derive from ourloss. Eigdt thousand French | on the joint firm of three of the most re~ 

troops arrived at St. Domingo, from Europe, | spectable houses of Paris, which the Ameri- 

iste in September, when the sickness must | cans wisely refused, aod preferring one house 

have been nearly over; and, on the J0th of | in London. This was agreed to; the house 
October another convoy of troops was daily | of Sir Francis Bariog was fixed an, and that 
expected from Cartbagena and a third from | house has actually paid Messrs. Wiflings for 
Rochefort. There were upwards of éawenty , the provisions so supplied. For this state- 
thousand already there, besides disciplived | ment we have unquestionable authorit 
blacks, making, altogether, an effective army | We do not mean to insinuate, that there is 
of not less than forty thousand men; and /any thing at all blame-worfhy in the con- 
these men commanded by some of the most | duct of the house of Sir Frans Barivg. It 
skilfal and enterprising officers in the world, | is a mere mercantile transaction, of which, if 
and lying at no more than five hours sail ‘that house had refused it, another would, 
from tbe most valuable of all our colonies. | undoubtedly, have accepted. We have been 
A descent on the Island of Jamaica is so | led into this explanation by the desire which 
practicable, so easy, that, if it be not accom- | we have to undeceive our readers on a sub- 
plished before this day twelvemonths, unless | ject, with respect to which a very great and 
we greatly augment our force in the West | very dangerous error prevails; to wit: that 
Indies, we shall be disposed to join Mr. Fox | France has neither “ capital, credit nor con- 
aud lord Castlereagh in extolling the mode- | “‘ fidence,” which we possess to such an un- 
ration of Buonaparté —Qn this subject, too, | limited degree, and without which no nation 
We cannot but refer to the arguments of | is capable of exertion, particularly beyond 
those, who, afraid to rely upon their own | the limits of the mother country. It is no~ 


cxertions, would fain persuade themselves 
aud their hearers, that France mast ultimate- 
iy fail, in the West Indies, or elsewhere, for 
‘ant of money. What does she want money 
for Man and steel, the soldier and his 
sword, her own fruitful, and now almost 
boundless territories produce in abundance. 
bat does she want money for? Not to 
enable Commissaries and quarter-masters-ge- 
ity toreturn home with the fortunes of 
rants not to enable her generals to take 
ong absence, and to lounge away their 
ine in the laps of the harlots of Philadel- 
* and New York, and there #o Jide! their 
“ both by their actigns and their words. 
nc t, then, does she want money? She 
Cesare MONEY 80 pay for the provisions ne- 
“sary to the support of an army of fifty 
: tia te men, aad this she finds, 
nes ia Pipes: hor in Spain, nor in Holland, 
10 objee nem but in ! In answer 
wu, oe like those above referred to, it 
tered. (ie letters on the » Pp. 186, ob- 
the Bg France d find capital on 
ban on; and, this con- 
to ully established by the fact, 
bin ie P a Yusapp L$ Mevmgs al- 
debate uesday last, in the 

of Commons, and Which we think it 








torious, that the conquerors of St. Domingo 
sailed out of Brest Water with sixteen thou- 
sand pounds in their military chest, hardly 
enough to lay in sweet-meats for one of Mr. 
Dundas’s heroic West India generais ; but, as 
we observed once before, if France be poor irs 
purse, she is rich io friends. She is perfectly 
at home, in every country in the world: 
first she drew upon the Dutch, next upon 
the Spaniards, but, unwilling to exhaust‘ her 
poor neighbours, she took the laudable and 
generous course, and drew upon us, who 
had been boasting of our wealth. 

We have heard no more of the sailiog of 
the Toulon fleet, which we suppose is yet in 
port. It consists of twelve sail of the line 
and seven frigates, and it is certain that 
troops have been marching into Toulon for 
some time.—On the sabject of French naval 
preparations, we observed in ovr last (p. 
647.) that Buonaparté had launched eighteen 
ships of war since the signature of the preli- 
minaries, but, by a mistake of the press, they 
were called ships of the Ene. There were, 
we understood, seven of the line, six fri+ 
gates, and five of smaller size, which account 
we perceive agrees with Mr, Windham’s 
statement in the House of Commons, except 
as to the smaller yessels,—The gircumstapes, 
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mentioned by the same right hon. gentle- 


man, respecting the quantity of hemp im-. 


ported by France from Russia, during the 
season which is now about to close, is, too, 
of very great ifoportance. This quantity 
was stated at ten ¢bousand tons, tar, we be- 
lieve, within bounds, but certainly equal to 
the quantity imported forthe use of the Bri- 
tish mavy in any one year even of war. 
Yet France has xo money! Great part of this 
hemp has, tao, been shipped-from Russia to 
France by English merchants, and in English 
bottoms. And-yet Trance has neither 
** credit nar confidence!” Not a single sai- 


lor has she discharged, and it is notorious, | 


that she has taken thousands of ours into her 
pay. And yet we are- confidently told to 
rely upon her powerty for our safety! We do 
not fear, that France will be able to create a 
navy capable of disputing with ours the sove- 
reagnty ef tbe sea: she has no such foolish 
intention. But, we do fear, that she will 
very soon be in a situation to give us con- 
tinual uneasiness ; we do fear, that she will, 
by keeping up an army of embarkation in the 
Netherlands, be able to fix our regards on 
the county of Essex, while she falls upon 
jreland, an object for which we should not 
be at all swprized if the Toulon expedition 

intended, more especially when we con- 
sider, that our retention of soe of the places 
te be restored would furnish a -plausible, 
and, perhaps, a justifiable, pretext for such 
a most dangerous act of hostility. 

‘The French official paper, the Moniteur, 
which we, from day to day, see mere and 
more reason to call de livre des destins, has 
ad forth a sort of manifesto against our 

%-Jadig domination, The passage (in 
the Moniteur of the 17th inst.) we more par- 
ticalarly allude to is this :—‘ The affairs of 
* India are not foreign to any of the powers 
“of Europe. The spoils of India serve, 
“ not merely toenrich those who appropriate 
“ them; the conqueror employs them {0 
* corrupt the counsellors and agents of other 
** princes and states, With gold in his hand, 
« he procures the adoption of resolutions 
** contrary to the national interest ; and, on 
“ this account, European tyranny cannot be 
“ SXTEN a se Shep tak a and 
es prosperity ng men and dis- 
** turbed." Tok poweee makes part of a 

of secthes to a eran of our par- 

tary papers respectiu deposition 
the Nabob of Arca. Theie object and fd 
dency are evident. The jealousy, the envy, 
gnd the hatred; which they are admirably 
galculated to excite against us, in all the 
gourts and copntrics of the continent, will, 






be necessary to insure the connivance of those 
courts and countries, with respect to a pro- 
ject, which is intended to cut off the princi- 
pal arm of. Britain, if the blow aimed at her 
heart should fail.—Nothing can be more 
fully descriptive of the rooted hatred, of the 
unquenchable thirst. of destruction, which 
the republicans of France have with respect 
te this country, and, whatever traitors and 
-fanatics may unite in-saying to the contrary, 
that hatred, that desire to destroy, are gene- 
ral through: the. republic. The whole of 
France, as she now is, has, with one voice, 
~one mind, and one heart, sworn not only our 
ruin and disgrace, but our utter extirpation. 
—To resist a foe thus disposed and resolved, 
and having at her absolute command more 
than half of the human power in the world, 
we have the skill and the courage of the 
Hawkesburies and the Addingtons! 

Since our last, his Majesty has met his 
Parliament, and has graciously condescended 
to deliver to them a speech from the throne. 
His Majesty was, on this occasion, received 
by the thousands who were assembled to sce 
him, with every demonstration of joy, with 
every expression of loyalty, veneration, and 
love '—Would to God, that the heads of his 
mipisters were as good as the hearts of his 
people ! 

To. describe the system of Ministers, to 
guess even at the measures they mean to 
adopt, would be no easy matter. ‘They are 
so light in themselves, and receive their im- 
pulse from so many and such conflicting ¢!- 
rections, they are so truly a reed shakey 
with the wind, that it is impossible to soy 
which way they will next bend, or into wast 
form they will next be blown and battered. 
Nothing can more strongly mark their 1m- 
becility, their total ignorance of foreign af- 
fairs, their absolute incapacity for conduct- 
ing any thing of moment, the contempt !® 
which they are held all over Europe, than 
their Jate, compared with their present tone 
and conduct with respect to Switzerland. Jt 
was‘on the 4th of October, that they pub- 
lished, in the ‘True: Briton, (which 1s 4 
much their offzial paper as the Moniteur 's 
the official paper of Boonsparté), their a7 
manifesto against the encroachments © 
France. In that paper, they asserted, (hat 
the interference oe Consul in the affairs 
of Switzerland, made “. the cause of thet 
“ country a common one with every ate 
@ not influence 

not a voluntary slave to the aa 
« Prance;” and, added they, “ @ renicn® 
to THE SYSTEM a ie f  tare by Bur- 
“« naparté, becomes a duty int 





“free country.”=—=On ‘Lith 2 Uctobef, 
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(we still quote the True Briton): “ The 
« cool sneering insolence, the haughty su- 
«“ percilious arrogance, of this: last procla- 
« mation” (the proclamation of Buonaparté) 
« would provoke tbe resistance of the most 
« timid, to put a stop to a SYSTEM OF AG- 
« oression, @ submission to which bas TAR- 
“ NIsHED THE HONOUR, and NEARLY DeE- 
‘“« spROYED THE INDEPENDENCE OF EU- 
« pope."e-On the 19th of October :“ Scarce- 
« ly one month has passed, since the signature 
« of the preliminaries of peace, which has not 
« been attended with the adoption of mea- 
sures on the part of the French govern- 
« ment, calculated to excite the just jea- 
« lousy and apprebensions of this nation * * * 
« They” [the Ministers] “,will not quietly 
“ sfer Buonaparté to destroy the indehendence 
“ of Switzerland : they will not suffer him, 
“by a virtual infrmgement of the peace 
“he has made with us, to oppress and 
“ subdue other nations, or to aggrandize his 
“ power, so as to increase the danger to 
“ourselves, * * -* # & They will 
“not suffer the country to be conquered 
i) peace—they will! not permit themselves 
to be deluded by she name, when they 
‘ cannot obtain the thing ; and they know, 
‘ that the result, even of an UNSUCCESS- 
FUL war would not, in all probability, be more 
: ji ital to us than the completion of that SYStCM, on 
* the hart of France, of which we have spoken.” 
—Uh the 30th of October :. * His Majesty’s 
7 ministers cannot proceed to carry into 
L. ohne the articles of the treaty with 
iy ae which relate to the cessions to 
‘i ome, cvithout mew Gor on8 If the 
Saal Consul annexes iedmont to the 
" eta att us keep Malta—if he in- 
twhich he! = the affairs of Holland” 
\ ‘6 4 las never ceased to do}, *. let us 
“ % P ri Cape, Demerara, and E'ssequibo. 
* if We ead Ministers. wish for peace, | 
« of Our hctibis vad € it without a sacrifice 
« ing to vest our. interests—but to | 
“ us the adwa ; re restless peace, denying 
i Gilly ages of a state of real tran- 
W restore a make use of the interval to. 
tie conduct of France gives us too much | 
felena fance gives us too much | 
break 7 uPPose we should see) the war | 
Out aga, as soon as we. had. 
made all our festit ti 
* tuke-a line of ¢ “re. would be to | 
“ jesty’s minke. conduct which his Ma-| 
® hon Ministers wi] gos adgpt, and which’ 
« ."0¢ Can recommend except . those tA», 
~ . , ; 
see with pleasure the : 
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was thus softened: “¢ The King’s ministers 
© will be moderate but firm.—They must, at 
“ the same time, recollect how much the 
* relative situation of France with this 
“ country is changed since the signature of 
“ the Treaty of Amiens; but, if any come 
‘6 promise can be made with respeet to the 
‘¢ conquests we still retain, reserving to us 
even LESS than our JUsT demands, we ttust 
“© they will be disposed to evinge their modera- 
“© tion by accepting such compromise, rather 
“ THAN HAVE RECOURSE TO THE DREAD-~ 
“ FUL ALTERNATIVE OF WAR.’’—Now, 
it behoves us to enquire what could have 
wrought this great. and sudden change in 
the language and sentiments of those * safe 
politicians.” Not any alteration in the 
system, not any relaxation in the violent 
proceedings of Buonaparté, who had ac- 
tually marched his troops into Switzerland, 
who had done what the ministers had de- 
clared they would not suffer him to do, and 
who, in addition to his actions, had made 
use of words declarative of his resolution, 
not only to persevere in his system, but 
had so explained that system as to leave no 
doubt of his intention to cut us off, for 
ever, from al] connection with the Conti« 
nent of Europe. But (mark well the im- 
portant circumstance) the same manifesto 
(see p. 565), which contained these inso- 
lent and domineering threats against their 
country, also contained an observation, that 
Buonapaté a/proved of the Ministers themselves, 
and deprecated the views of those whe 
wished to remove them from their flaces. This, 
this it was, which, iv our opinion, changed 
the tone of the men, who have “ an Aere- 
ditary disposition to office.” . We are perfectly 
serious. From our souls we believe, that 
to this and this alone we have to attribute, 
that we are now at peace, People laugh at 
the Addingtons and Hawkesburies: they 
laughed at the Helvetic government; but 
the latter is mow mocking the mocker, and 
the former will keep their places, in spite 
of all the efforts that can be made against 
them, unless such an ation can be brought 
about as would conciliate the wishes and 
rouse the spirit_of the people, and com» 
mand the respect and confidence of forei 
‘nations; and that such an vnion should be 
formed -is-the most improbable of all im. 
probable things. The wery men, with 
some few exceptions, whe support the Mi- 
nisters, agree with us as to their-total inca- 
‘pacity to conduct the affairs of the nation; 
t, as to the remedy, we differ. The.call- 
ing in-of Mr. Pitt, would, wishkut a-radical 





ays afterwards ‘their tone. 
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union of talents, character, and courage, 
in ewry department of the State, only serve 
to¢ke out the disgracetul existence of the 
country for a few years, or, perhaps, a 
few months; and, if we are to. be sacri- 
ficed, it is little matter by whom; the 
meaner the instrument, as far as we know, 
the better; it would be a poor consolation 
to see the name of Pitt, a name in which 
we have gloried, coupled with the final 
destruction of England. ‘* To defend Gib- 
*¢ raltar,’’ said Burke, “is worthy of the 
“ gentus and the courage of an Elliot; to 
“ deliver its keys to the enenty, is a task which 
* had better be performed by a drunken 


‘# invalid.” 
We congratulate the ministers on the 


support which they are likely to receive from 
the hearty and united efforts of Messrs, 
Fox and Wilberforce, and Sir Francis Bur- 
dett, We could not listen to the long and 
painful endeavours of the former of these, to 
persuade the nation that we have nothing 
to prepare against but a rivalité in trade and 
commerce, without recollecting a most re- 
markable passage in the letter of our valua- 
ble correspondent Swenska, p. 132, “ Buo- 
* naparté intends to amuse you with a riva- 
** lity in trade and national improvement: if 
** you believe him, you will not long be bis 
** rival in ~To this we have nothing 
to add, except it be to remark, that the 
letter was publishéd in London so long ago 
as the 7th of Auigust.—Mr. Wilberforce re- 
proves the country for putting its trust in 
talckts and. buman wisdom, instead of listen- 
ing to the counsels of ssutple, common men, men 
in the widdie elass of society, a. reproef, 
which it certainly does not merit. 

Every thing that has transpired, during 


the last four or five days, tends more and | 


more to convince us, that England is fast 
approaching to her final doom, and that she 

semves NO to escape the chastise- 
ment of Heaven. She has on her all the 
marks of a degenerate and falling nation. 
Since the Ist ef October, 1801, how rapid 
has been her decline! We may be mis- 
taken; we hope we are; but, with the 
consciousness that we stand in the presence 
of God, we do declare it to be our opinion, 
that, it the present course be pursued, a 
very short time will see this island in the 


(possession of France. 
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| to the Emperor. 
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Swiss Cantons.-——This:is as it should be. W¢ 
are “ too honest,” the receivers of Trinidada 
and Ceylon are “ too honest ;” those who 
gave up Guiana, and who abandoned the Stad- 
holder and the French Royalists, are truely 
‘$00. honest” for the Emperor of Germany 
to be connected with !—It is to be hoped, 
that the Ministers will take an early oppor- 
tunity of laying before Parliament, the pa- 
pers relative to the remonstrance which they 
made to Buonaparté, in behalf of the Swiss ; 
and also those relative to the overtures made 
Were we in their place, 
we should be very anxious to unload our- 
selves of the accumulation of disgrace, which 
has grown upon them since the last kind 
Parliament, by adopting their resolutions, 


| had the goodness to take the burthen from 





their shoulders, 

Just as this sheet was going to the press, we 
were informed of the arrival, in this country, 
of a number of those French commercial 
agents, of which we spoke some time ago, 
They are all understood to be experienced in 
military and naval matters, aud are intended 
to reside in our several sea-ports, naval as well 
as commercial, Our wise and courageous 
ministers were alarmed at the proposition of 
sending such persons as these to line our 
coasts, as it were; and they actually refused 
to receive them, which refusal formed one 
of the subjects of dispute hetween the two 
countries. In the mean time, one ef them 
was sent to the island of Jersey, where the 
Governor refused to receive him ; but, where 
he has nevertheless remained, and does still 
remain, setting the Governor and his ator 
ment at defiance ; and, we are informed, 
that ministers have not had the courage to 
order him ta be removed,—Impunity begets 
hardihood-; accordingly a whole swarm of 
these agents have since aes sent to England, 
in defiance of the declared will of His Ma- 
jesty’s Government ; they are now arrived, 
and are actually, at this moment, in London. 
One of them, at’ least, is, we understand, 
destined for Ireland [11 
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*.* Que next will contain a letter from Mr. Cot 
Bet to the How. Gnaaces James Fox, relative 0 


a misquotation which the latter made from the 
Register, aiid to divers other matters, on 
ticularly the “ riprnery OF THE PRESS, of whit 


Mr: Fox, till he breathed the all- ing 8 


_ of Sr, Croup, was a constant it 
The next sheet will also contain aletterto Ma. 1% 
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With»us, in remonstrating in behalf of the! Continental . 
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